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KEY TERMS  

Extremism – vocal or active        
opposition to fundamental British 
values such as democracy, the rule 
of law and tolerance of different 
faiths and beliefs  

Ideology – a set of beliefs  

Terrorism – a violent action 
against people or property,        
designed to create fear and        
advance a political, religious or 
ideological cause  

Radicalisation – the process by 
which a person comes to support 
extremism and terrorism. 



 
What is the ‘Prevent Duty?’ 

 
This guidance replaces the ‘Revised Prevent duty guidance: for England and Wales’, the ‘Prevent 
duty guidance for further education institutions in England and Wales’, and the ‘Prevent duty 
guidance: for higher education institutions in England and Wales’ of 2015 (updated in April 
2021). 
 
The overall aim of the counter-terrorism strategy, CONTEST, is to reduce the risk from terrorism 
to the UK, its citizens and interests overseas, so that people can go about their lives freely and 
with confidence. Prevent remains one of the key pillars of CONTEST, alongside the other three 
‘P’ work strands: 

Prevent: to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism 
Pursue: to stop terrorist attacks 
Protect: to strengthen our protection against a terrorist attack 
Prepare: to mitigate the impact of a terrorist attack 
 

The Prevent Duty 
 
The aim of Prevent is to stop people from becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. Prevent 
also extends to supporting the rehabilitation and disengagement of those already involved in 
terrorism. 
 
The Prevent Strategy 
 
Prevent is a government strategy designed to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting 
terrorist or extremist causes. The Prevent strategy covers all types of terrorism and extrem-
ism, including the extreme right wing, violent Islamist groups and other causes.  
 
Prevent’s Objectives 
 
The objectives of Prevent are to: 
• tackle the ideological causes of terrorism 
• intervene early to support people susceptible to radicalisation 
• enable people who have already engaged in terrorism to disengage and rehabilitate 
 
Prevent Delivery Model 
 
The Prevent delivery model (below) sets out how we tackle the ideological causes that lead to 
radicalisation, intervene early to support those who are susceptible to radicalisation, and rehabil-
itate those who have already engaged with terrorism. 
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Children and young people continue to make up a significant propor-
tion of Channel cases, and in recent years there have been concerns 
regarding increased numbers of learners being arrested for terrorism-
related offences. 

 

Educators are often in a unique position, through interacting with 
learners on a regular basis, to be able to identify concerning behav-
iour changes that may indicate they are susceptible to radicalisation. 
Settings should not only be alert to violent extremism but also non-
violent extremism, including certain divisive or intolerant narratives 
which can reasonably be linked to terrorism. 

 

Educate Against Hate and GOV.UK Prevent duty training provide fur-
ther information on extremist narratives. 

 

Education settings that are subject to the Prevent duty (as outlined in 
the specified authorities section) should understand these require-
ments as part of their wider safeguarding and welfare responsibilities. 
For schools and colleges, this guidance should be read alongside rele-
vant safeguarding guidance. In England, this includes ‘Working to-
gether to safeguard children’ and ‘Keeping children safe in educa-
tion’.39, 40 

 

Compliance with the Prevent duty will reflect existing good practice 
on safeguarding. For example, it will ensure susceptibility to radicali-
sation is incorporated into safeguarding training, policies and risk as-
sessments. It is not anticipated that compliance will result in addition-
al burdens on settings. 

 

 

 

 

 

Prevent and Education 



How does the Prevent Strategy apply to schools?  
 
 

From July 2015 all schools (as well as other organisations) have a duty to safe-
guard children from radicalisation and extremism. This means we have a respon-
sibility to protect children from extremist and violent views the same way we pro-
tect them from drugs or gang violence. Importantly, we can provide a safe place 
for pupils to discuss these issues so they better understand how to protect them-
selves.  
 
What does this mean in practice?  
 
Many of the things we already do in school to help children become positive, hap-
py members of society also contribute to the Prevent strategy.  
 
These include:  
• Exploring other cultures and religions and promoting diversity   
• Challenging prejudices and racist comments (AREP Curriculum) 
• Developing critical thinking skills and a strong, positive self-identity  
• Promoting the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils, as 

well as British values such as democracy  
 
We will also protect children from the risk of radicalisation, for example by using 
filters on the internet to make sure they can’t access extremist and terrorist mate-
rial, or by vetting visitors who come into school to work with pupils. Different 
schools will carry out the Prevent duty in different ways, depending on the age of 
the children and the needs of the community.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions  
 
How does Prevent relate to British values?  
Schools have been required to promote British values since 2014, and this will 
continue to be part of our response to the Prevent strategy.  
British values include:  
• Democracy  
• The rule of law  
• Individual liberty and mutual respect  
• Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs  
 
Aren’t Primary aged children too young to learn about extremism?  
The Prevent strategy is not just about discussing extremism itself, which may not 
be appropriate for younger children. It is also about teaching children values such 
as tolerance and mutual respect. Our schools will make sure any discussions are 
suitable for the age and maturity of the children involved.  
 
Is extremism really a risk in our area?  
Extremism can take many forms, including political, religious and misogynistic ex-
tremism. Some of these may be a bigger threat in our area than others. We will 
give children the skills to protect them from any extremist views they may en-
counter, now or later in their lives.  



What action should staff 
take if they are worried that 
a child or young person 
might be drawn into           
extremism?  
 
As with all forms of safeguarding, staff should use their 
professional judgement in identifying an individual who 
may be at risk of radicalisation.  
 
The school has clear procedures in place to safeguard 
children that includes protecting children at risk of        
radicalisation. These procedures are set out in existing 
Forge Trust safeguarding policies. All staff should be 
aware of the school’s safeguarding policy and procedures 
and follow these for any aspect of safeguarding, including 
extremist views/extremism.  
 
As with any form of safeguarding if a member of staff has 
any concerns about a child in the first instance they 
should inform the Designated Safeguarding Lead.     
 
Concerns can be the ‘generic’ safeguarding        
triggers linked to the child protection training staff 
have received such as: changes in behaviour and 
mood, self-harm; or the specific extremist            
religious or political strand.  



What is Channel?  

Channel is an early intervention multi-agency process             
designed to safeguard vulnerable people from being 
drawn into violent extremist or terrorist behaviour.     
Channel works in a similar way to existing safeguarding 
partnerships aimed at protecting vulnerable people.  
 

Who does Channel work 
with?  
Channel is designed to work with individuals of any age 
who are at risk of being exploited by extremist or         
terrorist ideologues. The process is shaped around the 
circumstances of each person and can provide support 
for any form of radicalisation or personal vulnerabilities.  

How does Channel work?  
Each Channel Panel is chaired by a local authority and brings 
together a range of multi-agency partners to collectively assess 
the risk and can decide whether a support package is needed. 
The group may include statutory and non-statutory partners, 
as well as lead safeguarding professionals. If the group feels 
the person would be suitable for Channel, it will look to develop 
a package of support that is bespoke to the person.             
The partnership approach ensures those with specific 
knowledge and expertise around the vulnerabilities of those at 
risk are able to work together to provide the best support.  

 
 
 



Channel Support 

What does Channel       
support look like?  
 
Channel interventions are delivered through local 
partners and specialist agencies. The support may 
focus on a person’s vulnerabilities around health,   
education, employment or housing, as well as      
specialist mentoring or faith guidance and broader 
diversionary activities such as sport. Each support 
package is tailored to the person and their            
particular circumstances.  
 

How will the person be   
involved in this process?  
 
A person will always be informed first if it’s felt that 
they would benefit from Channel support. The      
process is voluntary and their consent would be 
needed before taking part in the process. This      
process is managed carefully by the Channel Panel. 



What I need to know:  

 
 
Further safeguarding guidelines are detailed in The Forge  
Trust Safeguarding Policy, The Forge Trust Safeguarding     
Guidelines booklet and The Forge Trust  Preventing      
Extremism and Radicalisation Policy.  
 
All new staff need to complete the Home Office online 
prevent training and their certificate needs to be given to 
the Safeguarding Lead.  
 
https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/screen2  
 
If you have safeguarding concerns about the child 
please contact the Academy Safeguarding Leads: 
Andy Stirland, Natalie Gibbs, Ian Bennett  or Liz 
Willford. 
 
Alternatively you can call the MASH team directly: 

0300 500 8090 

https://www.elearning.prevent.homeoffice.gov.uk/screen2

